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Wallpaper match refers to how the pattern on one strip lines up with the next strip. 
Choosing the right match ensures the best visual and helps you calculate how much 
wallpaper you need.

RANDOM MATCH
Patterns that do not have a specific 
match point. Examples of this would be 
"Stipples" (Sandpiper, Sandstone) or 
stripe patterns. Most of these patterns 
look better when every other strip is 
reversed, alternating top and bottom as 
shown in the diagram.

No pattern alignment needed. 
Least waste. 

DROP MATCH
There are two types. When you have a 
"Half-drop" match the design runs 
diagonally, it takes three strips to repeat 
the vertical design as shown in the 
diagram. Every other strip is the same at 
the ceiling line. With a "Multiple drop 
match" it takes four or more strips before 
the vertical design is repeated. Each strip 
is dropped by one repeat length to line 
up the pattern... More waste 

STRAIGHT ACROSS MATCH
This is when the design matches on each 
strip. The design is exactly the same at 
the ceiling line.

Patterns line up straight across at the 
same height. Moderate waste.


